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August 15 by the Roman and Greek Catholic
Churches, but it is not observed by any other
religious bodies. Several painters nave
found inspiration for great canvases in the
story of the Assumption, among them Titian,
Rubens, Perugino and Murillo.
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"| ASSYRIA, ase'ria, an an-
/J cient country in the TI-
^/j[ gris-Euphrates region,
one of the oldest of the
world's civilizations, for
centuries proud and pow-
erful, but reduced to
ashes by its rivals. Ko
trace of it remained, but
in the nineteenth century
its former glories began
once more to be revealed
through excavations (see
excavations in ancient
lands).
Assyria occupied the
northern part of the
plain of Mesopotamia, and was bounded on
the north by the mountains of Armenia, on
the east by Media, on the south by Susiana
and Babylonia and on the west, probably, by
the watershed of the Euphrates. It em-
braced an area of about 75,000 square miles.
Several mountain chains crossed the plain,
which was watered by the Tigris River and
its tributaries. The more fertile portion was
in the east.
People. The Assyrians resembled their
Babylonian kinsmen in many respects, but
were more rugged and warlike. They de-
lighted in cruelty, and their kings were wont
to boast of torturing their prisoners. Their
religion was a worship of various gods rep-
resenting the powers of nature. The great
national deity was Asshur. Their language
was almost a pure Semitic, and was ex-
pressed in writing by cuneiform symbols (see
cuneiform inscriptions). They had a
literature comprising „ hymns to the gods,
mythological poems and works on astrology,
law and chronology. They were ruled by a
king, and their government was better organ-
ized than that of any other people of their
day.
In architecture and sculpture they sur-
passed the Babylonians, though in the other
arts and in the sciences they were inferior to
them. Their buildings were of brick, but the
foundations and walls were faced with stone
slabs, on which were carved sculptures ap-
 propriate in subject for all the parts of the
temples and palaces. Their palaces were
quadrangular, with chambers grouped around
three courts. The temples were pyramid-
shaped. The Assyrian sculpture is remark-
able for its colossal man-headed bulls and
lions guarding the portals, and its decorative
scenes in low-relief. The most of the reliefs
are scenes of contemporary history, showing
how the Assyrian soldiers marched, en-
camped, crossed rivers, attacked cities,
cooked, tortured enemies and sacrificed to
the gods. There are also some scenes of daily
court life, showing the king banqueting with
his queen and hunting lions with courtiers.
The Assyrian sculptors knew nothing of per-
spective, but excelled in chiseling single fig-
ures in relief. The industrial arts were
highly developed. The king and his courtiers
dressed in richly embroidered and figured
stuffs; their arms and armor were highly fin-
ished; the king's throne was of carved ivory
and wrought gold, and he was served from
superbly decorated gold, silver and bronze
vessels.
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History. In the ancient Greek legends,
the building of Nineveh and the founding of
the kingdom of Assyria are ascribed to a
mythical hero, ISTinus, and his queen, Semira-
mis (see semiramis). But in the cuneiform
inscriptions, which were deciphered about
1850 and are now generally considered
better authority on the subject than the
classical authors, the name of Mnus is not
r e corded,
and that
of S emir-
amis ap-
pears first
in the
ninth cen-
tury. b. 0.
The first
s e 111 e rs
pro bably
came from
Babylonia
not later	the god nergal
than 1900 b. c., as the rulers, with their
capital at Asshur, began to make their pres-
ence felt in Mesopotamia about 1800 b. 0.
They were constantly fighting for extension
of territory, and toward the end of the
eleventh century b. 0,, under the leadership
of Tiglathpileser I, they gained in a large
measure control over Babylonia. With this

